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News from the Field ~ Thailand 
Elephant Healthcare & Welfare Emergency Lifeline Fund 

Supporting the wellbeing of Asian elephants during the COVID-19 pandemic 

54 Elephants ~ Treating What Ails Them! 
 

Our “Elephant Healthcare and Welfare Emergency 
Lifeline Fund” has been subsidizing the wages of 16 
Thai elephant veterinarians, vet technicians, nurses, 
and assistants since April 2020—keeping them on the 
job and employed despite a lack of income from 
tourism sources that normally support their essential 
work.  

Here, you will meet a few more of our ele-heroes! 

Wachiraporn Toonrongchang (“Dr. Waem”) has been 
working at the Baan Chang Elephant Park for three 
years. She is responsible for the care of 54 elephants, 
in addition to those she treats at other elephant 
facilities as a volunteer with the Thai Elephant Alliance 
Association (TEAA). She and Dr. Panida Muanghong 
Muanghong (whom we profiled in May) are often called to 
assist cases together in the Mae Taeng area of Thailand.  

Dr. Waem’s veterinary nurse, Mr. Praphat Suka ("K. Tum”), 
has been working with elephants for more than 15 years 
and is instrumental in supporting Dr. Waem’s work. Like all 
of our 16 healthcare professionals, they are ensuring 
Thai’s elephants remain healthy before, during, and long 
after the pandemic. 
.  
When asked about some of the more common ailments 
seen in her elephants, Dr. Waem says that she treats many 
elephants with bloat. Intestinal impaction and resultant 
colic is a common non-infectious disease condition 
reported in captive Asian elephants. Elephants often 
present with severe colic, a distended abdomen, absent 
food and water intake and inability to pass dung. If not 
detected and treated in time, it can be fatal.   

Continued on next page. 
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Moreover, for more than four months, Dr. Waem has been helping an elephant with corneal 
opacity, which can lead to temporary or permanent loss of vision if not treated. The elephant is 
making a slow and steady recovery. 

 

 

Of course, none of this would be possible without the financial support of our kind and generous 
donors—like you. YOUR DONATION is providing essential food, medicine, supplies, and hands-on 
health and welfare care for elephants when and where they need it—until the COVID-19 crisis has 
passed and the economy has stabilized. Thank you!  

 "The Team” 

 Hollis Burbank-Hammarlund, Dr. Susan Mikota, Dr. Janine Brown, and John Roberts 

  

🧡  CLICK HERE to learn more or donate to our Elephant Emergency Lifeline Fund   


🧡  CLICK HERE for more News from the Field stories and photos                      
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